PHP Tips
· To forward a PHP page to another one, you put the following (assuming you want to forward to the CS department homepage) at the beginning of the page (before any headers such as html code):
<?

Header( "Location: http://www.cs.fredonia.edu" );

?>

· Another way to redirect in PHP is by using refresh. E.g.
header('Refresh: 1; url=http://www.cs.fredonia.edu/abu-jeib');
· To refresh a page using PHP. E.g. refresh every 5 seconds:

header('Refresh:5');

· To check for cookies, see current_alumni_sessions.php in Lec18_Files.
· To prevent going back after logout to a certain page, redirect after the user logs in to the same log in page, and do the same with every page in the session, see the example in Lec18_Files.

· How to pass parameters using (server side includes) SSI commands from shtml/html files to a PHP file (e.g. a counter) that is accessed via SSI?

E.g.

<!--#include

virtual="../../../php/counter_multi_pages.php?Name=teaching/Fall_06/241/index.shtml"-->

The value of the parameter Name can be intercepted by the PHP file by using

$_GET['Name']

To pass more than one parameter, you do it as follows:

<!--#include virtual="page.php?parameter1=value1&parameter2=value2" -->

· How to pass parameters from html/shtml files or any other type of files to a PHP file that is accessed via a link?

E.g.

<A

HREF="../../../php/whats_new_sorted_v2.php?P=teaching/Fall_06/241/">What's new within 

a week?</A>

The value of the parameter P can be intercepted by the PHP file by using $_GET['P']

<a href="page.php?parameter1=value1&parameter2=value2">My Page</a>

· To send parameters using SSI to a PHP file…………………………..

· To send parameters using the URL and link to a PHP file ……………….
· To find where php is on the server, type:
whereis php

· To find which version of php (assume php is here: /opt/lampp/bin/php), type

/opt/lampp/bin/php –v

· To run php from the command line (assume the file you want to run is called count.php and the path to php is as above, type:

/opt/lampp/bin/php –f count.php

· To run php in an active mode, type
/opt/lampp/bin/php –a
Then type the php statements after entering <? and hitting enter on the first line. When you finish, enter ?> <enter> then CTRL C  (or CTRL Break).
· Here is how to execute PHP script in SHTML/HTML pages using SSI:
<!--#include virtual="counter_v3.php"-->
· If included file a different directory ……………….

· To pass parameters to an included PHP file using SSI ………………….

· To pass parameters to a PHP file via link …………………..

· To find where php.ini is if you’re in any directory and to print the result to file php.txt:

find / -name "php.ini" > php.txt

· To find where php.ini is if you’re in the parent directory and to print the result to file php.txt:

find  -name "php.ini" > php.txt

· <?php ini_set("magic_quotes_gpc", "1"); ?>

· See Lec19_Files on how to use the same program to read many files by passing the name by the URL, form, or SSI. But, be very careful. This can become a serious security risk if you’re not careful.

· See also in Lec19_Files how to prompt the user to download a file from a non-public directory. Also here be very careful. This can become a serious security risk if you’re not careful.
· To check for the existence of a function in PHP, use function_exists. E.G.:
if (function_exists("imagegif")) 
{

   
header("Content-type: image/gif");

  
imagegif($im);
}
· To turn off magic quotes using htaccess, include the following in your htaccess file in the root (see http://us2.php.net/magic_quotes/)

php_flag magic_quotes_gpc off
· To turn off register globals using htaccess, include the following line in your htaccess file in the root (see http://us2.php.net/register_globals):

php_flag register_globals 0

· To force the browser not to cache a page, put the following in that page:

/* Setting last modified to current date tells browser this version of

page is fresh */

header("Last-Modified: " . gmdate("D, d M Y H:i:s") . " GMT");

// Tell browser when it should request the page again

header("Expires: " . gmdate("D, d M Y H:i:s") . " GMT");

header("Cache-Control: no-store, no-cache, must-revalidate ");

// The following is for old browsers

header("Cache-Control: post-checked=0, pre-check=0", false);

header("Pragma: no-cache");

Example:

/*

Note that if the page is cached, when you click the back

button, the date doesn't change (it is not requested again).

If the page is not cached, when you click the back button, the

date will be changed (because it's erquested again).

*/

/* Setting last modified to current date tells browser this version of

page is fresh */

#header("Last-Modified: " . gmdate("D, d M Y H:i:s") . " GMT");

// Tell browser when it should request the page again

header("Expires: " . gmdate("D, d M Y H:i:s") . " GMT");

header("Cache-Control: no-store, no-cache, must-revalidate ");

// The following is for old browsers

header("Cache-Control: post-checked=0, pre-check=0", false);

header("Pragma: no-cache");

echo gmdate("D, d M Y H:i:s");

?>

· The constant __FILE__ returns the path and the name of the PHP file.
· To limit the directories and subdirectories PHP can access, use (in php.ini or httpd.conf):

open_basedir
· Custom errors ………………………
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