Sending Email
(1) At this stage, we’ll use the mail function for sending email in PHP. Here is the syntax:


bool mail ( string to, string subject, string message , string additional_headers)
where

to: The receiver of the email. E.g. abu-jeib@cs.fredonia.edu or Iyad Abu-Jeib abu-jeib@cs.fredonia.edu
subject: The subject of the email message.

message: the message to be sent.

additional_headers: This is used for extra headers such as From, Cc, and Bcc. Multiple extra headers should be separated with \r\n.
(2) This mail function is not recommended for large emails.

(3) To send HTML emails using the mail function, the “Content/type” header must be set as follows:

$headers ='MIME-Version: 1.0'."\r\n";

$headers.='Content-type:text/html;charset=iso-8859-1'."\r\n";

Then concatenate to the above the headers you would like to add.

(4)  When the php file that handles the form data and sends the email has also the form in it, you need to check if the form is submitted before the email is sent. You can do that, for example, by including a hidden field in the form (make it of type “hidden”) with a value such as “true”, and then before you process the form, check if that field has a value. If yes, process the form data and send the email. If not, just display the form.
(5) You need also to handle errors in your form. For example, you have to check if some of the fields such as the recipient, the email of the sender, and may be the name of the sender are empty. If yes, don’t send the email, and issue error messages.
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