Functions in PHP
(1) General syntax:

function function_name($paremeter1, $parameter2, etc)

{


// Function body

}

(2) The name of the function follows the same rules of naming variables: it can contain letters, numbers, and underscores, but it must begin with a letter or underscore. But you cannot use existing (built in) function names.

(3) Function names are not case sensitive (but variables and named constants are case sensitive).

(4) Functions in PHP can be called before they are defined (in C++, you have to define the function or declare it before you use it).
(5) A function in PHP can return a value by a return statement.

(6) Functions in PHP don’t have a type.

(7) Parameters can be by value or by reference (attach the ampersand to the parameter). A parameter by reference becomes an alias of the passed variable.
(8) Functions can return a value or a reference. To make a function return a reference, you place an ampersand (&) before the function name.
(9) Functions can return arrays. When an array is returned, you can assign it to an array or to a list (in that case, the elements of the array will be given variable names).

(10) Unlike C++, arrays in PHP are passed by value not by reference.

(11) A variable listed in a function is considered local to that function and it will have no connection to variables defined outside the function including global variables (variables defined outside other functions, objects, etc). To make a variable in a function refer to a global variable with the same name, you can use “global”. E.g. if the variable is $a, include the following statement in the function
global $a;

You can also use the $GLOBALS array to access the global variable. For example, if the variable is $a, use $GLOBALS[“a”];
(12) What we said above does not apply to named constants. Named constants will be accessible in the function if they are defined before the function call.

(13) For regular variables in functions, memory is allocated only while the function is executing.

(14) A static variable in a function is a variable whose value is initialized the first time the function is called and whose value is remembered in each iteration (each time the function is called). You use a static variable if you want the function to remember its value between calls. Although you can use global variables to do that, it’s better to use static variables.
(15) A function can call itself (in this case, it’s called recursive) or other functions. A recursive function in PHP is similar to that in C++.

Default arguments:

(1) You can use default arguments in PHP (set a parameter equal to a value when you define the function), but default arguments must be the rightmost arguments (come last in the list of parameters the function heading).
(2) When an argument/parameter has a default argument, it becomes optional when you call the function. If a value is passed for that argument when the function is called, that value will be used by the function. If no value is passed for that argument when the function is called, the default value (the one assigned to the argument in the function heading) will be used.
(3) P

Example:

function f($a,$b = 4,$c = 5)

{


return $a + $b + $c;

}

You can call the function as f(1,2,3). In this case, the function will return 6. You can call it as f(1,2). In this case, the function will return 8. You can call it as f(1). In this case, the function will return 10. But, you cannot call it as f(), because the first argument has no default value, so the function must have at least one argument when it’s called.

(4) If the default argument is by reference and you call the function without this argument, then changing the value of the argument inside the function will have no effect outside the function. See my examples.
Dynamic Function Calls:

You can use a variable to refer to the name of a user-defined function and that variable can be used to replace the function name if it has the same content (string type) as the function name. You cannot do the same with some built in functions such as print, but you can do it with functions such as rand.
Example:

function sum($a,$b)

{


return $a + $b;

}

function diff($a,$b)

{


return $a - $b;

}

$func = “sum”;

echo $func(2,3);

$func = “diff”;

echo $func(2,3);

PAGE  
3

