Directories (Creating, Deleting, Information, Etc) and Directory Functions

(See the examples dir.src and dir.php)

Files (Properties, Creating, Deleting, Etc) and File Information

(See the examples files.src and files.php)
The time() Function
The time() function returns the current time in seconds since Unix was created on Jan 1, 1970, 00:00:00 GMT  (i.e. the current Unix timestamp time). This time is useful for example when used with the getdate() function because it can be used to get the year, month, day, etc, of the time argument (such as time() or the file last modified date, etc).
The date() and gmdate() functions
(1) The date/gmdate function takes two arguments. The second one which is a Unix timestamp is optional. The first one is a string for formatting the date and time. If you use only the first argument, the date and time used by the date/gmdate function will be the current ones. The date() function uses the current date and time on the server while the gmdate() function uses the Greenwich Mean date and time. gm stands for Greenwich Mean Time which is used in France and the UK.
(2) Note that when you use a letter in the date function that is reserved for formatting the date, the letter will not be printed. Instead, it will be used for formatting. To print the letter as it's, proceed the letter with a backslash.

(3) The letters used in the format for the date() and gmdate() functions are (taken from PHP website as they are):
	format character
	Description
	Example returned values

	Day
	---
	---

	d
	Day of the month, 2 digits with leading zeros
	01 to 31

	D
	A textual representation of a day, three letters
	Mon through Sun

	j
	Day of the month without leading zeros
	1 to 31

	l (lowercase 'L')
	A full textual representation of the day of the week
	Sunday through Saturday

	N
	ISO-8601 numeric representation of the day of the week (added in PHP 5.1.0)
	1 (for Monday) through 7 (for Sunday)

	S
	English ordinal suffix for the day of the month, 2 characters
	st, nd, rd or th. Works well with j 

	w
	Numeric representation of the day of the week
	0 (for Sunday) through 6 (for Saturday)

	z
	The day of the year (starting from 0)
	0 through 365

	Week
	---
	---

	W
	ISO-8601 week number of year, weeks starting on Monday (added in PHP 4.1.0)
	Example: 42 (the 42nd week in the year)

	Month
	---
	---

	F
	A full textual representation of a month, such as January or March
	January through December

	m
	Numeric representation of a month, with leading zeros
	01 through 12

	M
	A short textual representation of a month, three letters
	Jan through Dec

	n
	Numeric representation of a month, without leading zeros
	1 through 12

	t
	Number of days in the given month
	28 through 31

	Year
	---
	---

	L
	Whether it's a leap year
	1 if it is a leap year, 0 otherwise.

	o
	ISO-8601 year number. This has the same value as Y, except that if the ISO week number (W) belongs to the previous or next year, that year is used instead. (added in PHP 5.1.0)
	Examples: 1999 or 2003

	Y
	A full numeric representation of a year, 4 digits
	Examples: 1999 or 2003

	y
	A two digit representation of a year
	Examples: 99 or 03

	Time
	---
	---

	a
	Lowercase Ante meridiem and Post meridiem
	am or pm

	A
	Uppercase Ante meridiem and Post meridiem
	AM or PM

	B
	Swatch Internet time
	000 through 999

	g
	12-hour format of an hour without leading zeros
	1 through 12

	G
	24-hour format of an hour without leading zeros
	0 through 23

	h
	12-hour format of an hour with leading zeros
	01 through 12

	H
	24-hour format of an hour with leading zeros
	00 through 23

	i
	Minutes with leading zeros
	00 to 59

	s
	Seconds, with leading zeros
	00 through 59

	Timezone
	---
	---

	e
	Timezone identifier (added in PHP 5.1.0)
	Examples: UTC, GMT, Atlantic/Azores

	I (capital i)
	Whether or not the date is in daylight saving time
	1 if Daylight Saving Time, 0 otherwise.

	O
	Difference to Greenwich time (GMT) in hours
	Example: +0200

	P
	Difference to Greenwich time (GMT) with colon between hours and minutes (added in PHP 5.1.3)
	Example: +02:00

	T
	Timezone setting of this machine
	Examples: EST, MDT ...

	Z
	Timezone offset in seconds. The offset for timezones west of UTC is always negative, and for those east of UTC is always positive.
	-43200 through 43200

	Full Date/Time
	---
	---

	c
	ISO 8601 date (added in PHP 5)
	2004-02-12T15:19:21+00:00

	r
	RFC 2822 formatted date
	Example: Thu, 21 Dec 2000 16:01:07 +0200

	U
	Seconds since the Unix Epoch (January 1 1970 00:00:00 GMT)
	


The getdate() Function

1) The getdate() function takes one optional argument representing a Unix timestamp. If no argument is passed to the function, the current date and time are used. It returns an associate array (i.e. it has string indices/keys) whose elements contain information about the given date and time. 

2) The elements of the array returned are:

	Key
	Description
	Example returned values

	"seconds"
	Numeric representation of seconds
	0 to 59

	"minutes"
	Numeric representation of minutes
	0 to 59

	"hours"
	Numeric representation of hours
	0 to 23

	"mday"
	Numeric representation of the day of the month
	1 to 31

	"wday"
	Numeric representation of the day of the week
	0 (for Sunday) through 6 (for Saturday)

	"mon"
	Numeric representation of a month
	1 through 12

	"year"
	A full numeric representation of a year, 4 digits
	Examples: 1999 or 2003

	"yday"
	Numeric representation of the day of the year
	0 through 365

	"weekday"
	A full textual representation of the day of the week
	Sunday through Saturday

	"month"
	A full textual representation of a month, such as January or March
	January through December

	0
	Seconds since the Unix Epoch, similar to the values returned by time() and used by date(). 
	System Dependent, typically -2147483648 through 2147483647. 


Examples:

Using the getdate() function with no arguments:
After executing $d = getdate():
$d['year'] = 2006
$d['month'] = October
$d['mday'] = 15
$d['hours'] = 23
$d['wday'] = 0
$d['weekday'] = Sunday

Using the getdate() function with an argument:
After executing $e = getdate(filemtime("/home/abu-jeib/temp/a.txt")):
$e['year'] = 2006
$e['month'] = October
$e['mday'] = 11
$e['hours'] = 15
$e['wday'] = 3
$e['weekday'] = Wednesday

Now Using the date() function with one argument:

date('r') = Sun, 15 Oct 2006 23:52:38 -0400
date('m/d/y') = 10/15/06
date('m-d-y') = 10-15-06
date('M d, y H:i:s T') = Oct 15, 06 23:52:38 EDT
date('D, M d, Y') = Sun, Oct 15, 2006
date('F jS, Y') =October 15th, 2006
date('\T\h\e \i\m\e \i\s \o\w: H:i:s T') =The time is now: 23:52:38 EDT
date('The time is now: H:i:s T') =EDT11America/New_York 315210America/New_York 5238 1020060: 23:52:38 EDT
Now Using the gmdate() function with one argument:
Note: gm stands for Greenwich Mean Time which is used in France and the UK.
gmdate('r') = Mon, 16 Oct 2006 03:52:38 +0000
gmdate('d/m/y') = 16/10/06
gmdate('d-m-y') = 16-10-06
gmdate('M d, y H:i:s T') = Oct 16, 06 03:52:38 GMT
gmdate('D, M d, Y') = Mon, Oct 16, 2006
gmdate('jS F Y') =16th October 2006

Now using a second argument for the date() function:
The last modified date of the file "/home/abu-jeib/temp/a.txt" is printed in the format M d, y H:i:s 

date('M d, y H:i:s',filemtime('/home/abu-jeib/temp/a.txt')) = Oct 11, 06 15:46:22

Now using a second argument for the gmdate() function:
The last modified date of the file "/home/abu-jeib/temp/a.txt" is printed in the format M d, y H:i:s 

gmdate('M d, y H:i:s',filemtime('/home/abu-jeib/temp/a.txt')) = Oct 11, 06 19:46:22

Some Functions Related to Files
(1) The constant __FILE__ returns the path and the name of the file.

(2) string basename(string path): Returns the file name component of path

(3) string dirname(string path): Returns the directory name component of path
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