Lecture 1
(1) PHP code is embedded in HTML files in the body part.

(2) The PHP code is included in one of the following:

(a) <?php
and 
?>

(b) <?

and 
?>

(c) <script language=php>
</script>

(d) ASP tags

(3) An html file can include more than one PHP bloc.

(4) HTML files with PHP code are saved with the extension .php.

(5) Comments in PHP are done as in C++ or with #.

(6) Comments in PHP don’t appear in the HTML file nor in the HTML source file.

(7) Statements in PHP are ended with a semicolon.

(8) Extra space won't show up.
(9) No HTML comments in PHP code, but outside, yes.
Printing in PHP:

(1) To print (display) something in PHP, you can use echo or print. Unlike print, echo can be used for multiple outputs (outputs separated by commas - see examples 3.src and 4.src).
(2) echo can be used for multiple outputs. E.g.

echo ″The value of the variable m is: ″, $m, ″.″;

(3) The above can be written as 

echo ″The value of the variable m is: $m.″;

(4) The output line can extend to more than one line. E.g.

echo ″This is CSIT 207.<BR>


Fall 2006″; 

(5) HTML code can be embedded in PHP code; i.e. you can use HTML tags in PHP code.
(6) Strings in PHP are enclosed in single quotes or double quotes. But, unlike double quotes in output statements, when you use single quotes, variables inside the quotes are not replaced by their values. See the example single_vs_double.src.
(7) You can use \″ to print double quotes if you’re using double quotes in your echo or print statement.

(8) You can use \′ to print single quotes if you’re using single quotes in your echo or print statement.

(9) The effect of the new line character \n in your print/echo statement is on the source file, while the effect of the line break <BR> is on the HTML appearance of your PHP code.

Variables in PHP:

(1) A variable in PHP is not declared of any particular type. That means you can store a string or char or a number in the variable.

(2) The variable name is proceeded with $. The dollar sign is used to distinguish variables from other identifiers such as function names.
(3) The variable (identifier in general) name can contain letters, numbers, and underscores, but it must begin with a letter or underscore.

(4) Variables (and named constants) are case sensitive (but function names are not).
(5) You may print variables in different ways. E.g. the following do the same
echo ″The value of the variable m is: ″, $m, ″.″;

echo ″The value of the variable m is: $m.″;

(6) Variables in PHP don’t have to be initialized.

(7) You can use the dot operator for concatenation of strings.

(8) It’s common and useful to use meaningful names for identifiers. If the variable name consists of more than one word, we will separate the words by underscores (all letters will be lowercase).

Named Constants in PHP:

(1) Named constants are declared different than variables. They are declared using define. E.g. 

define(′m′,4);

define(′my_name′,’Iyad’);

In this case, the named constant m has the value of 4, and the named constant my_name has the value of ′Iyad′.

(2) You’ll have to be careful when you print named constants. For example,

echo ′m = ′, m;

will print m = 4

but,

echo ′m = m′;

will print m = m
Text Blocks (HERE docs):

If you have a large text that extends to more than one line such as HTML code, you can use the operator <<<. Here is how it’s used:

echo/print <<< Identifier

SameIdentifier;

The first line above marks the beginning of the text block. The second line marks the end of it. Note that nothing else should follow the text of the first line and nothing else should be on the second line (even space should not follow any of the lines). The name of the identifier (which is usually capatilized) follows the same rules of PHP identifiers (should contain only letters, numbers and underscore, but it should begin with a letter or underscore). Backslash codes and variables are recognized inside the block. See the example text_blocks.src.

Examples:

echo <<< begin

<html><head><title>My Homepage</title></head>

<body>

<h1>Homepage of SUNY Fredonia</h1>

<BR>

Fredonia, NY

</body></html>

begin;

If you want to store such text in a string, say $s, you do it as follows:

$s = <<< begin

<html><head><title>My Homepage</title></head>

<body>

<h1>Homepage of SUNY Fredonia</h1>

<BR>

Fredonia, NY

</body></html>

begin;
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